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A„ Theological  Background 
Fundamental  to  the understanding of  the educat ional  task of  Dordt  Col lege is  the  com­
mitment  of  i ts  const i tuency to  the Word of  God.  That  Word of  God is  d ivinely inspired,  
the infal l ible  and only rule  for  fa i th  and pract ice .  In the  face of  varying interpretat ions 
of  God's  Word,  membership in  the Chris t ian Reformed Church,  including al l  facul ty  per­
sonnel  a t  Dordt  Col lege,  is  bound by the interpretat ion of  God's  Word as  s ta ted in  the three 
Formulas  of  Unity -  -  the Belgic  Confession,  the Heidelberg Catechism,  and the Canons 
of  Dordt .  
These Formulae of  Unity are  in  agreement  with and f low out  of  the Calvinis t ic  interpretat ion 
of  the Scr iptures .  Calvinism,  which f inds i ts  source mater ia ls  pr imari ly  in  John Calvin 's  
Inst i tutes  of  the Chris t ian Rel igion,  is  a  broad system of  theology,  of ten cal led a  world-and-
l i fe  view,  which r igorously appl ies  the pr inciples  of  God's  Word to  a l l  areas  of  l i fe .  The 
Sovereignty of  God is  the basic  pr inciple  in  this  system. Members  of  the Chris t ian Reformed 
Church are  s t r ic t  adherents  to  this  posi t ion.  The basic  proposi t ions which are  fundamental  
to  the educat ional  system of  Dordt  Col lege,  i f  not  precise  formulat ions of  the Calvinis t ic  
pat tern,  are  e i ther  direct  implicat ions,  commonly accepted,  from the Calvinis t ic  posi t ion,  
or  modif icat ions which are  or iented to  the Calvinis t ic  system. 
B.  The fol lowing proposi t ions or  pr inciples  shed l ight  upon and undergird the ent i re  educat ional  
program of  Dordt  Col lege.  
1 .  The or iginat ion and interpretat ion of  a l l  things is  found ul t imately in  a  personal ,  absolute ,  
sovereign God.  All  things having been created by God,  He a lone gives  meaning to  al l  
things.  
2 .  Man,  created in  God's  image,  possesses  the facul t ies  necessary for  the expl icat ion of  
meaning which is  implici t  in  the universe ,  and for  the understanding of  the relat ionships  
between the var ious spheres  of  l i fe  and their  ul t imate  re la t ionship to  the sovereign 
creator .  
3 .  Man,  created in  God's  image,  is  God's  vice-gerent  representat ive king,  in  the universe  
and is  g iven the mandate ,  of ten cal led the cul tural  mandate ,  to  subdue the ear th  br ing­
ing a l l  things to  serve God's  glory.  This  cal ls  man to  the task of  searching out  a l l  things 
and relat ionships ,  leading to  the proper  development  of  God's  creat ion to  i ts  appointed 
goal .  
4 .  Man,  in  his  responsible  posi t ion,  must  be properly developed so that  the cul tural  mandate  
wil l  not  only be carr ied out ,  but  that  man himself  may real ize  his  potent ia l  as  king and as  
God's  masterpiece.  
5 .  Sin has  deal t  a  ruinous blow to God's  Image in  man,  not  only cr ippl ing him in his  task 
as  God's  representat ive king to  fulf i l  the  cul tural  mandate ,  but  a lso set t ing him a t  
var iance with God's  law and purpose.  Fal len man l ives  and dies  unto himself ,  
exal t ing himself  as  the master  of  his  own fate .  By reason of  man's  representa-
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t ive  capaci ty ,  the ent i re  cosmos was effected by man's  s in .  The curse  of  
s in  has  therefore  impeded the perfect  development  of  the natural  order .  
6 .  To counteract  the inf luence of  s in  and to  carry out  His  or iginal  program, God 
has engaged in the plan of  redemption and recreat ion,  central ly  effected in  
His  only begot ten Son,  Jesus Chris t .  In Chris t  fa l len man is  effectual ly  cal led 
back into a  l iving relat ionship with God,  is  res tored through the regenerat ive 
work of  Chris t ' s  Spir i t  to  his  posi t ion as  God 8s  representat ive king,  and is  com™ 
mit ted to  the task of  reclaiming al l  of  l i fe  for  God's  service and glory in  
accordance with His  law.  
7 .  The redemptive work of  Chris t  has  cosmic s ignif icance.  He not  only restores  
fa l len man to  his  kingly posi t ion and act ivi ty;  Chris t  a lso,  as  the new repre­
sentat ive head and king of  creat ion,  by His  a tonement  provides  the  basis  for  
the res torat ion of  the cosmos.  By the restorat ion of  man through the regenerat ive 
work of  His  Spir i t ,  He enables  man to  understand and intrepret  His  special  
revelat ion,  the Holy Scr iptures .  Through the medium of  the Scriptures  man can 
intrepret  himself  and al l  of  nature  (cosmos)  in  the context  of  s in  and Chris t ' s  
redemptive work.  Man can cooperate  with Chris t ' s  Spir i t  in  the t ransformation 
of  nature ,  leading a!!  of  creat ion to  i ts  consumation,  ul t imately achieved in the 
renewal  of  a l l  things when Chris t  re turns .  
Unregenerate  man cannot  discern the pat tern of  larger  spir i tual  and t ranscendent  
meanings.  But  he too under  the blessing of  Chris t ' s  re-creat ion can f ind moments  
of  t ruth in  the var ious realms of  human endeavor .  He may,  for  example,  accomplish 
great  things in  the sciences or  in  the ar ts .  But  i t  is  the  Chris t ian a lone who f inds 
for  these t ruths  their  ul t imate  meaning and reference.  This  is  his  broadest  edu­
cat ional  task.  
8 .  In the  recreat ive work of  God,  His  special  revelat ion is  the  only rule  for  fa i th  
and l i fe .  That  revelat ion is  basical ly  the key to  the understanding of  a l l  meaning.  
I t  contains  pr inciples  which govern al l  of  l i fe ' s  re la t ionships ,  And through i t  
a lone Chris t ' s  redemptive benefi ts  can be enjoyed personal ly  and in their  cosmic 
reaches.  
9 .  In the  t ra ining and development  of  the redeemed in Chris t  the  Holy Scriptures  
are  basic ,  s ince they are  indispensable  to  the proper  real izat ion of  the indi­
vidual ' s  capaci t ies  and the proper  fulf i l l ing of  his  responsibi l i t ies .  All  
educat ion must  be Scr iptural ly  or iented.  
10.  The redeemed look upon the whole universe  as  the object  of  their  responsibi l i ty .  
No area or  sphere is  excluded.  The cosmos is  Chris t ' s  kingdom. In each 
sphere the pr inciples  of  His  Word must  be appl ied* To guarantee this  appl icat ion 
of  God's  Word to  al l  areas  of  l i fe ,  as  wel l  as  to  br ing about  the reclamation of  
fa l len man,  Chris t  has  inst i tuted His  Church.  I t  i s  the  solemn responsibi l i ty  of  
the  Church to  propagate  and maintain the t ruth as  revealed in  Scr ipture;  to  
see to  i t  that  her  membership is  inst ructed in  the knowledge of  Scr ipture;  
to  demand an educat ion for  her  chi ldren and youth which is  Scr iptural ly  or iented;  
and to  inform her  members  of  the pr inciples  of  God's  Word as  they apply to  
their  var ious labors  and act ivi t ies  in  God's  kingdom. 
11.  While  the inst i tuted Church informs her  membership concerning their  responsi­
bi l i t ies  in  God's  kingdom, i t  is  not  her  task to  engage in specif ical ly  kingdom 
act ivi t ies .  The inst i tuted church normally does not  control  and operate  
inst i tut ions of  mercy,  educat ional  inst i tut ions,  e tc .  Her  membership as  
c i t izens of  the kingdom organize into societ ies ,  where necessary,  to  implement  
the kingdom programs.  
12.  God's  kingdom is  divided into specif ic  spheres .  There are  spheres  of  educat ion,  
s ta te ,  church,  home,  mercy,  labor ,  e tc .  Each sphere has  i ts  d is t inct  task.  
What  belongs to  one sphere should not ,  normally,  be t ransferred to  another  
sphere.  Each sphere wherever  necessary should have i ts  own society for  the 
implementat ion of  i ts  task.  The church,  though in  a  sense a  par t  of  the kingdom, 
holds  a  unique posi t ion in  the kingdom in that  i t  speaks to  al l  spheres ,  del ineat ing 
the pr inciples  of  God's  Word as  they apply to  them. 
13.  Although God's  kingdom is  d ivided into several  spheres ,  one must  guard against  
viewing the spheres  as  s ta t ic ,  in  a  compartmental is t ic  sense.  The var ious spheres  
are  organical ly  re la ted.  They are  governed by the same laws of  inter  pretat ion 
and meaning.  And they f low into one another  in  a  dynamic and vi ta l  context .  
While  each sphere has  i ts  d is t inct  task,  there  is  bound to  be a  measure of  over­
lapping and shif t ing of  per ipheral  responsibi l i t ies  from sphere to  sphere,  resul t ­
ing from changes in  our  dynamic,  rapid moving social  order .  That  which is  
seIf-evident ly  the dis t inct  task of  each sphere should be zealously honored and 
respected as  the solemn r ight  of  that  sphere.  
14.  Educat ion as  a  dis t inct  sphere in  God's  kingdom has a  specif ic  task to  perform.  
I ts  task is  that  of  contr ibut ing to  the development  of  Chris t ian cul ture  through 
the nurture  of  the rat ional-mora I character  of  man.  This  is  achieved by the 
ref inement  of  his  mind,  his  manners ,  his  morals  and his  tas tes ,  through the 
use of  the var ious discipl ines  and ski l ls  of  learning,  and the t ransmission of  the 
scholar ly  knowledge of  past  generat ions to  the present ,  together  with the 
necessary evaluat ion and appl icat ion,  enabl ing the individual  to  real ize  him­
self  as  God's  image bearer  and to  fulf i l  h is  purpose in  human society com­
mensurate  with his  capabi l i t ies  and opportuni t ies .  
15.  The subject  mater ia l  for  educat ion is  the  ent i re  universe ,  nature  and man.  This  
is  of ten cal led God's  general  revelat ion in  dis t inct ion from His  special  revelat ion,  
the Bible ,  made necessary by s in .  The la t ter  is  basic  to  the understanding of  
meaning in  the former.  The educand must  be developed and equipped 
through the var ious ski l ls  to  that  he may be led into the many areas  of  
general  revelat ion,  of ten referred to  as  the f ie lds  of  learning.  Em­
ploying the tools  of  scholarship he gains  an understanding and appreciat ion 
for  a l l  spheres  as  they ref lect  GodBs  glory.  He is  inspired to  make effect­
ive use of  this  knowledge as  qual i f icat ions,  opportuni t ies ,  and resources  permit .  
16.  Since a l l  chi ldren born of  the members  of  the church are  brought  into a  l iving 
covenantal  re la t ionship to  Chris t  by bir th ,  which is  s ignif ied in  their  bapt ism,  
and are  both members  of  the church and ci t izens in  God 8s  kingdom, their  
ent i re  educat ion,  from the dindergarten through higher  educat ion should a im 
toward their  development  and t ra ining for  proper  kingdom service through 
teaching that  is  thoroughly Scriptural ly  or iented.  
17.  Educat ion is  specif ical ly  a  kingdom sphere properly sponsored by a  society of  
the covenant  community.  Yet  i t  s tands more c losely to  the inst i tuted church 
in  i ts  re la t ionship to  the other  spheres  of  the kingdom in that  i t  too is  funda­
mental  ao al l  spheres .  I t  i s  preparatory to  vir tual ly  a l l  kingdom act ivi ty .  
Even the inst i tuted church depends upon the sphere of  educat ion for  the 
execut ion of  her  task.  This  explains  the inst i tuted church 's  ser ious concern 
relat ive to  the educat ion of  her  youth.  Without  educat ion her  task cannot  
be performed.  Without  a  Scriptural ly  or iented educat ion for  her  youth,  the 
effect ive real izat ion of  her  responsibi l i t ies  is  cr i t ical ly  endangered.  
Consequent ly  the a l l iance between the inst i tuted church and educat ion must  
be very c lose.  Where necessary the inst i tuted church s tands ready to  give 
off ic ia l  support  through her  resources  and even to  assume off ic ia l  control  
of  educat ion.  
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